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1.0 Purpose –  
The purpose of this SOP is to outline the principles of the routine use of the Daewoo 
Microwave in Laboratory 248 at the St Andrews School of Medicine (SASoM). 
 
 
 
2.0 Scope –  
This SOP applies to routine Use and Maintenance of the Daewoo Microwave within the 
SASoM. 
 
 
 
3.0 Responsibilities –  
It is the responsibility of all users of the Daewoo Microwave within the SASoM to comply 
with this SOP. 
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4.0 Procedure –  
The microwave should be located on a bench area within a short distance of the laboratory 
sink.  Ensure only non-metallic items are used within the microwave.   
 
Agar and agarose MUST be melted on the ‘DEFROST’ setting as per the University 
guidelines.  These guidelines are displayed as a printed sticker located on front of the main 
autoclave.   
 
Do not over-fill bottles with liquid agar – air space must be allowed to avoid spillage during 
microwaving as liquid heats up.  Bottle caps must be loose.  Ensure that an appropriate size 
of glassware is used for the volume being heated - e.g. for 100mls liquid use a 250ml conical, 
for 250mls liquid use 500ml conical. 
 
Control Panel laid out as follows: – 
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1. The Microwave function should be used for normal Laboratory microwave operation 

– refer to microwave function. 
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2. The ‘AUTO DEFROST’ mode must be used when melting agar/agarose. 
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3. Troubleshooting 
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4. Cleaning the microwave 
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5.0 Personal protection – 
Howie coat must be worn at all times.   
Heat Resistant gloves must be worn when retrieving items from microwave.  
Always wipe away spills using hot soapy water and 70% Ethanol.  
If a more thorough clean is required use the Steam Cleaning function 
 
 
6.0 Spillages – 
Mop up any water spillage immediately with mop and bucket located in Autoclave Room 
(248N).  Ensure any floor area where water was spilled has yellow warning board placed at 
area until it dries. 
 
 
7.0 Related documents –   RA – GEN – 006 – Microwave Ovens 
            Equipment Manuals – Daewoo Microwave – KOC-154K  
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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE 

 

Please sign below to indicate you have read this S.O.P and 
understand the procedures involved. 
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