
St Andrews School of Medicine (SASoM) Systems Pathology Group 
  

Equipment Operation Procedure 
 

 
Effective from 05/11/2021 Page 1 of 10 SASoM/EQUIP/111.v1 
Valid to 05/11/2026 

 

 
Document Number: SASoM/EQUIP/111.v1 
 
Title:    Use of the Thermo Scientific ‘Slidemate AS’ slide writer. 
 
Version:   v1 
 
Author:    In Hwa Um 
 

 
 

Effective from: 05/11/2021 

Valid to: 05/11/2026 

 
 

SOP History   

Number Date Reason for Change 

v1 05/11/2021 Original 

 
 
1.0 Purpose –  
The purpose of this SOP is to outline the principles and routine use of the Thermo Scientific 
Slidemate AS slide Printer in Laboratory 248 at the St Andrews School of Medicine 
(SASoM). 
 
 
2.0 Scope –  
This SOP applies to the routine use and maintenance of the Thermo Scientific Slidemate 
AS slide Printer within the SASoM. 
 
 
3.0 Responsibilities –  
It is the responsibility of all users of the Thermo Scientific Slidemate AS slide Printer within 
the SASoM to comply with this SOP. 
 
 
  



St Andrews School of Medicine (SASoM) Systems Pathology Group 
  

Equipment Operation Procedure 
 

 
Effective from 05/11/2021 Page 2 of 10 SASoM/EQUIP/111.v1 
Valid to 05/11/2026 

 

4.0 Procedure – 
 

***** All users are required to be trained and signed off by supervisory personnel 
before using this equipment.***** 

 
 

The SlideMate AS printer is designed to print directly onto laboratory glass slides with 
colour frosted writing patches (Figure 1). The delivery system is attached as seen in Figure 
1B. The slide delivery system holds 72 slides. 
 
 
 

A.   B.  
Figure 1 Overview of SlideMate AS, the slide printer 
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4.1 Changing the thermal transfer ribbon 

• Open the sliding door (Figure 2A) 

• Unhook the remaining tape from the around each of the spools and remove the 
collection spool and supply spool from the instrument (Figure 2B). 

• Fit the Supply Spool onto the instrument using the clear lead attached on the roll 
(Figure 2C). Feed the ribbon through the instrument ensuring that the tape is fitted 
in the correct position over every spool. Fix the ribbon to the collection spool using 
tape. 

 
 

 

A  B C  
Figure 2 Fitting the thermal transfer ribbon 
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4.2 Basic operation 

 
Figure 3 The default template for Basic operation 
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• Edit Label Field data 
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• Creating a sequence of slides 
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• Printer setting 

 
• Please do not set heat level more than 6, which will prevent burning the thermal 

tape. 
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4.3 Printing slides by reading barcodes. 

• Hold the barcode from FFPE blocks or previous slides or else under the front left 
corner of the printer so the blue lines of the scanner meet (Figure 4A) 

• When the barcode has been scanned the display will show in the screen (Figure 
4B).  

• The printer is ready to print a test slide. Ensure the slide is 76mm x 26mm x 1.0 – 
1.2mm with a coloured marking area, preferably white (Figure 4C). 

• Drop a blank slide into the opening at the top of the printer. The slide orientation 
should be as shown on the display with the writing surface facing forwards (Figure 
4C). 
 

A. B.  C.  
Figure 4 Printing slides by reading barcodes 

• The printed slide will drop into the collection tray. 

• The print quality of the first may not be good as the tape may have moved in transit. 
If this is the case print another slide. 

 
4.4 Cleaning and maintenance 

• The Print Head should be cleaned if any of the following occur: 

• The print on the slide is showing signs of smudging.  

• The print ribbon burns through or when the ribbon is loaded upside down.  

• The quality is not the same as previously observed. 
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5.0 Personal protection – 
Howie coat must be worn at all times. 
 
 
6.0 Training – 
All users have to be trained by a designated person before using the Instrument.   
 
 
7.0 Related documents –  
Please read the online manual for further information. 
 
 
8.0 Approval and sign off – 

Author: 

Name:   In Hwa Um 

Position:   Post Doc   

Signature:      Date: 05/11/2021 

 

Management Approval: 

Name:   Peter Mullen 

Position:  SOP Administrator 

Signature:     Date: 05/11/2021 

 

QA release by: 

Name:   Claire Sneddon 

Position:   QA Manager 

Signature:    Date:11/11/2021 
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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE 

 

Please sign below to indicate you have read this S.O.P and 
understand the procedures involved. 
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